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A Message from Fr. [PASTOR NAME]: Looking to the Future of Our Parish

Dear Parish Family,
One of the greatest blessings of serving as pastor of [PARISH NAME] is witnessing the faith that lives within this community. I see it in your participation in the Eucharist, your involvement in parish life and ministries, your care for one another, and your generosity. Our parish is strong because of you.
As your pastor, I also carry a responsibility to look ahead. I often ask myself: How can we ensure that this parish continues to thrive, not only today, but for generations to come?
One meaningful way we can do this together is by establishing and growing our parish endowment.
A Long-Term Act of Stewardship
A parish endowment is a permanent fund where gifts are preserved, and the earnings are used each year to support the life and mission of [PARISH NAME]. It provides a steady, lasting source of support that helps sustain our parish beyond the needs of any single year.
This is not about replacing weekly offertory. Rather, it is about strengthening our foundation so that our parish can continue to worship, serve, and grow in faith long into the future.
Why This Matters Today
Across the country, many parishes are experiencing changes in participation and giving patterns. While in our diocese, we celebrated a growth in Church attendance this past year, we were still down a total of 11.2% compared to 2019. Nationwide, research shows that weekly church attendance has declined in recent decades, and consistent weekly giving has also become less common.
These realities do not diminish the faith of our community. But they do remind us of the importance of planning wisely and stewarding the resources entrusted to us.
A parish endowment provides stability, helping us to continue:
· Supporting ministries and parish life
· Caring for our church and facilities
· Serving those in need
· Ensuring our parish is here for future generations
A Legacy of Faith
Many of us have received so much from [PARISH NAME]. Perhaps you were baptized here, received the sacraments here, found comfort in times of need, or built lasting friendships within this parish family.
Supporting the parish endowment is a way to give back to the Church that has nurtured your faith. It is also a way to ensure that future generations will encounter Christ here as we have.
Every Gift Matters
You do not need to give a large amount to participate. Every gift helps build something lasting. Together, our shared generosity can help sustain [PARISH NAME] for years to come.
We are partnering with the Catholic Foundation of Southern Minnesota to steward these gifts with care. This partnership ensures that funds are managed with professional expertise and Catholic-aligned investing strategies.
Walking Forward Together
I invite you to prayerfully consider how you might participate in supporting the [PARISH NAME] Parish Endowment. Your gift is an investment in our shared faith and in the future of this parish community.
Thank you for your continued faith, generosity, and commitment to our parish. Together, we can ensure that [PARISH NAME] remains a place of worship, sacramental life, service, and community for generations to come.
With gratitude and prayers,
Fr. [PASTOR NAME]

Interested in giving to our Parish Endowment? You can donate by check or cash through our second collection or at the parish office. Please include “Parish Endowment” in your check memo.
You may also give through:
· Gifts of stock or commodities
· Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
· Estate planning
For more information on non-cash gifts or discuss your giving options, contact:
Kelly Hoffman, Controller
507-858-1276
info@catholicfsmn.org



750 Terrace Heights, Suite 105, PO Box 30098, Winona, MN 55987
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