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Strengthening Our Parish for Generations to Come
A Call to Stewardship at [PARISH NAME]
At [PARISH NAME], we are more than a place of worship. We are a parish community growing together in faith. We gather for the Eucharist, to celebrate the sacraments, to serve one another, and walk together in Christ. Each of us has received something unique and meaningful here, whether that be a deeper faith, a sense of belonging, direct support, or a spiritual home.
As stewards of these gifts, we are also called to look ahead to ensure that this parish remains strong for future generations.
One meaningful way we can do this is through the gift of a parish endowment.
Stewarding What Has Been Entrusted to Us
Stewardship is not only about caring for what we have today, but about faithfully preparing for tomorrow.
 “As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God's varied grace." (1 Peter 4:10).
As Catholics, stewardship takes many forms. We are called to generously share our time, talent, and treasure, using the gifts God has entrusted to us in service to others and to the Church. True stewardship begins with gratitude—recognizing that all we have comes from God—and responding by cultivating those gifts, sharing them with love, and returning them to Him through our lives and actions.
A parish endowment helps us live out this call in a lasting way.
An endowment is a permanent fund where gifts are preserved, and the earnings are used each year to support the life and mission of [PARISH NAME]. It provides lasting support, helping ensure that our parish can continue to serve with faith, hope, and charity for generations to come.
Why This Matters Now
We are living in a time of change. Parish life continues to grow and evolve, and so do the needs of our community. Across the country, many parishes are experiencing shifts in participation and giving.
Recent studies show:
· Weekly church attendance in the United States has declined from 42% in 2000 to about 30% today (Gallup, 2024).
· Weekly giving dropped from 49% of churchgoers in 2015 to 39% in 2023, as giving patterns become less consistent. (Vanco, 2023)
· Additionally, fewer households are donating to charitable causes. While overall giving has increased, less than half of American households now give to charity—down from more than two-thirds two decades ago—meaning support is coming from a smaller group of donors. (Giving USA / Philanthropy Roundtable analysis)
We see similar patterns closer to home. While Mass attendance in our diocese is growing year over year, it remains significantly below pre-pandemic levels. Average attendance in 2025 was 26,106, a 4.87% increase from 2024, and 30 of 43 parish clusters saw increased attendance. However, overall diocesan Mass attendance is still down 11.22% compared to 2019.
These trends do not diminish faith and our gratitude for the generous gifts we do receive—but they do highlight the importance of planning for our future. While weekly offertory remains vital, it can fluctuate. A parish endowment provides something different: a steady, long-term source of support rooted in faithful stewardship.
A Legacy of Faith
Each of us has a story about how we’ve been shaped by the life of this parish.
Supporting a parish endowment is a way to sow our seeds to produce fruit in years to come, as “the seed sown in good soil… yields a hundredfold” (Matthew 13:23).
It is a way to:
· Sustain the Church for future generations
· Strengthen the ministries that support parish life
· Ensure this parish remains a spiritual home for others
Every Gift Matters
You do not need to give a large amount to make a difference.
Every gift, no matter the size, helps our parish build something lasting. Together, these gifts create a foundation that will support [PARISH NAME] for years to come.
In this way, we share in the mission of sustaining our parish for future generations.
[PARISH NAME] is partnering with the Catholic Foundation of Southern Minnesota to steward these gifts with care through:
· Faith-aligned investing
· Professional expertise
· Local stewardship rooted in Catholic values.
This ensures that gifts are managed responsibly and in alignment with Church teaching.
A Shared Invitation
“One generation shall praise your works to another” (Psalm 145:4). 
Together, we can help ensure that [PARISH NAME] continues to be a place of worship, sacramental life, service, and community for generations to come.
Give to Our Parish Endowment
You can donate by check or cash in our second collection or at the parish office. Please include “Parish Endowment” in your check memo.
You may also give through:
· Gifts of stock or commodities
· Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
· Estate planning
These options are available with the guidance and support of the Catholic Foundation of Southern Minnesota.
For more information on non-cash gifts, contact:
Kelly Hoffman, Controller
507-858-1276
info@catholicfsmn.org
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